CHAPTER XL
LIGHT FROM THE WEST

HARDLY had the new Liberal Cabinet been formed
when it became of more vital moment than ever to
Italian independence that it should have the support
of the English Government and people. Two
great French victories in the field had freed
Lombardy from the Austrians, and with Austria's
defeats the petty despotisms of Central Italy had
fallen. Then suddenly the two Emperors, shocked
by the carnage incident to their last battle, stopped
the war. Napoleon III. failed to carry out his
promise that Italy should be free from the Alps to the
Adriatic. Austria ceded Lombardy, but retained
Venice. The dispossessed Princes were to be
restored, and Italian unity reduced to the mockery
of a Confederation under the presidency of Pius IX.
The details of this precious arrangement were to be
settled by a European Congress. Then Italy's
statesmen and people took the matter into their
own hands, and, working all the time with con-
summate prudence, baffled the French Emperor's
irresolute counsels by the logic of accomplished
facts. Everywhere in Central Italy the proposal
for union with Piedmont under King Victor
Emanuel was accepted by enormous majorities.
Napoleon III., who had forfeited all claim to Savoy
by failing to carry out his original engagement,
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